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21 March 1853

Holland, Michigan

The major discussion which took place at this meeting of the Consistory of the First
Reformed Church was the proposed building program. Rev. Albertus C. Van Raalte
noted that the present log church was musty and at the perimeter of the village. The cost
of the new building would come to $2,500 approximately. The names of Consistory
members present were not given.

In Dutch; translation by Rev. William Buursma.

Original in the collection of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of
Holland, Hope College, Minutes of the Consistory, volume I, pp. 57-59.
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Meeting Held March 21, 1853

ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened by Rev, van Raalte, who informed the assembly
that Gezina de Vries has requested the consistory to involve itself in a matter concerning
her honor, which she indicates has been destroyed by A. Vissers, who is spreading
around the rumor that she has been living in adultery.
Brother A. Vissers was asked to enter the meeting and he stated that, on the contrary, he
had given her a recommendation and had defended her over against the wide-spread
rumors which were going around. He had made an investigation in the matter and
discovered that the rumors were false; hence, he had defended her. Moreover, he informs
the assembly that Gezina de Vries had investigated the matter with him, and had left
satisfied. The consistory accepts his explanation, particularly since the complaint has not
appeared at the meeting in person.
ARTICLE 2 — Rev. van Raalte informs the brethren that it is his hope that the consistory,
in connection with the building of the church in the village, will come to a decision and
clarity. Otherwise, he fears that the matter may quickly become a source of disunity in
the congregation. In addition, he supports the building project, because the old church is
musty and uncomfortable for the preacher. Its location at the perimeters makes it
impossible for people to find refreshment between the services. As a result, many go
home and cannot be present at the afternoon service. Moreover, a village ought to have a
church in its precincts so that worship services can be held in the evening for their
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edification. Everyone present shares his sentiments.
An objection was raised by Brother Wilterdink concerning the practice of pew rental.
No one wants pew rental, but the minutes concerning the decision cannot be found. Rev.
van Raalte, however, declares that he is opposed to the mixing together of the people and
the uncertainty this brings about, since families should not be separated from one another.
Everyone ought to know where his/her place is to be found without having to look for a
spot, sometimes leading to a disorderly scene.
Also, everyone ought to be given the opportunity to make his/her place as comfortable as
possible by the use of cushions or other means.
Concerning the cost of the church, it was judged that at least $2,500 should be stipulated
if the goal is at all to be achieved.
It is understood that the building will be of wood and that it is the responsibility of the
consistory to come up with a plan for the gathering of monies for the cause. It is the
judgment of the consistory that this will only be possible through small gifts collected
over a long period of time, and that the process should begin right now. Since the
congregation is also regularly going to be approached for the funds needed for the
pastor's salary, some of the brethren feel that the best approach would be to make a total
budget and then to assess fairly members of the congregation, so that the necessary funds
can be obtained in the course of a year and a half.
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After an extensive exchange of various viewpoints, the assembly judged it appropriate to
discontinue the discussion until next Monday.
The meeting was closed with prayer by A. C. van Raalte, clerk.

Consistory Meeting Held on March 28, 1853
ARTICLE I — Rev. van Raalte led in prayer. The minutes were read and approved by all.
ARTICLE 2 — Brother Jonker presents a protest against the lose of the previous minutes.,
brought about by the illness of the previous clerk. There is no evidence, therefore, that he
has legitimately been installed as a member of the consistory. Concerning the delay
occasioned by objections brought against him, it was decided to note the omissions in the
previous minutes. This will assure that Brother Jonker has, indeed, been lawfully
received.
ARTICLE 3 — Many and lengthy discussions were held concerning the building project.
The final conclusion was that a majority decided that eight days after next Wednesday,
the congregation will be called together at 4 o'clock in the afternoon. The purpose will
be to request a voluntary contribution for the building project to the limit of the financial
situation.
Rev. van Raalte asks whether, in spite of the fact that he is always responsible and willing
to serve in the material
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